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Montreal, Quebec 
Friday September 13th 2019 
 
 
Trinity Centres Foundation (TCF) announces today its purchase of 15 Wellington Street, 
Cambridge ON from First United Church and under a new programme to transform this 
historic building into a vibrant community hub for both faith-based and secular charities. 
As part of a $3.5 million plan to purchase, renovate and share this space amongst local 
organizations, TCF will partner with River City Church, part of the Christian Reformed 
Church, leaving their long-time home at Galaxy Cinemas, as well as a range of other 
non-profit partners who will share both office and group meeting space in this heritage 
church.  The project will be run under a new subsidiary non-profit corporation, designed 
for this work of reducing the cost of occupancy for local charities.  
 
“Following our launch in downtown Montreal and in partnership with the Anglican Diocese 
of Montreal and over 70 local groups, we are proud to be releasing our second site in the 
heart of Southern Ontario and in partnership with the Christian Reformed Church and 
dozens of new community partners there.  This is a new social finance investment structure 
that we hope will transform the way that Canadians think of closed church buildings.  Our 
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challenge is loneliness and social isolation.  Our solution is the building of new layers of 
resilient, local community ” says TCF CEO, Graham Singh.  
 
“We have learned much about how to do church in a secular setting from 16 years of 
partnerships with community hosts, including those at Cineplex Canada. We will now have 
our own home in partnership with other charities who are helping make Cambridge such 
an amazing place to live,” says River City Church Pastor, Darrell Bierman 
 
“The United Church of Canada Edge team is happy to partner with the Trinity Centres 
Foundation in finding creative ways of blessing the community, while also helping our own 
new ministry plans to thrive. 15 Wellington is an example of how the church can use its 
property to love the neighbourhood in new ways!” says United Church of Canada EDGE 
Team National Leader, Robert Dalgleish 
 
The new project, which is known temporarily as ‘15W’ has been funded in part by local 
philanthropists, and in part by supporters of the church, through a new community bond 
structure issued by the Trinity Centres Foundation.   
 
Trinity Centres Foundation is a new national charity, established in 2018 and with a vision 
to see 100 church buildings transformed into community hubs. Its 40+ advisors from 
across the architecture, faith, social transformation, government, and finance sectors have 
helped develop this new strategy. 
 
“It is our privilege to have partnered with TCF, to help better understand the business and 
financial needs of the key stakeholders in the community, and how a new community hub 
model can help generate both economic and social impact for their communities,” says 
Philippe Pourreaux, Vice-President, Value Creation at PwC Canada. “TCF was started in 
Quebec, where several beautiful churches are not utilized to their full capacity. We are 
happy to help TCF with their innovative operating and financing model in Quebec and 
across Canada.”   
 
“Dividing lines between churches are wearing thin.  Agencies like the Trinity Centres 
Foundation help multiple churches work together in a new funding and operating model. 
We hope we can see this project replicated,” says Director of the Christian Reformed 
Church Extension Fund and Advancement Director of the Christian Reformed Church in 
North America, Peter Elgersma. 
 
“Downtown Cambridge is ready to use this project to continue the revitalisation of the Galt 
Core.  The trend of creative, architectural re-use of heritage sites is exciting and we’re ready 
to roll up our sleeves and get this building activated 7 days a week,” says TCF Associate and 
local property innovator, Cory de Villiers 
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“Canada’s challenge of empty church buildings is decades old and we are not going to solve 
this complex problem, overnight.   This next pilot site is key to the development of this 
quiet phase as we work towards a fund of some $500 million to see 100 sites transformed. 
Our focus is working with major donors, philanthropists and government to see this model 
assembled.”  says Singh, who is himself also a graduate of the London School of Economics 
and Reverend in the Anglican Church of Canada.   
 
“It was a great outcome for all. We are pleased that the property will continue its legacy and 
purpose as a place where the community can gather. The Trustees of First United wish the 
Trinity Centres Foundation well and continued blessings,” says Susan Iriarte of Colliers. 
 
 
 
Further Details or Interviews, please contact TCF Executive Director Graham Singh on 
+1 514 377 3233 or graham.singh@trinitycentres.org   
 
 
 
Related Stories: 
 
Cambridge Times 13 July 2019 
Municipal World May 2019 
More on https://trinitycentres.org/en/media 
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Pastor Darrell Bierman and TCF Advisor Cory de Villiers, standing in front of the aged doors 
at 15 Wellington Image rights must be acquired from lrutledge@cambridgetimes.ca / 
TorStar 
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Circus ‘Le Monastère’ one of the many community groups at TCF pilot site St Jax Montreal 
and an example of the kind of mix of activities that 15W may have.  Image rights available 
for journalists upon request. 
 

 
 
A fundraising event at TCF pilot site St Jax Montreal and an example of the kind of mix of 
activities that 15W may have.  Image rights available for journalists upon request. 
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